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BACK 9: EURASIA CUP

Strong European team set for EurAsia Cup. By Kenneth Quillinan.

experience in team events, having 
represented Ireland in the 2013 
World Cup of Golf alongside 
Graeme McDowell. He also donned 
the Irish colours, while still an 
amateur, in the 2008 Eisenhower 
Trophy in Adelaide. He will certainly 
be hoping for a much more 
favourable outcome in Malaysia 
than these two aforementioned 
events.

Lowry will be joined by Race to 
Dubai runner up Danny Willett as 
well as former Ryder Cup stars Victor 
Dubuisson and Ross Fisher. 28-year-
old Willett, who sits just one place 
above Lowry in the world rankings, 
looks to have the ideal game and 
temperament for team competitions, 
and it will be very interesting to see 
how he performs. The Yorkshireman 
is guaranteed to be one of the more 

016 is potentially going 
to provide the biggest 

challenge in Darren Clarke’s golfing 
career. Before he takes his European 
team to Hazeltine to defend the 
Ryder Cup in September against 
Davis Love’s American outfit, the 
Northern Irishman must first face 
off against a determined Asian 
team in the second edition of the 
EurAsia Cup at Glenmarie Golf 
and Country Club, in Kuala Lumpur, 
from January 15-17. The pressure 
will be on Clarke to deliver in both 
competitions as he attempts to guide 
both of his European Teams to 
victory on foreign soil. 

The EurAsia Cup is unlikely 
to reach the levels of intensity 
that the Ryder Cup undoubtedly 
will, but for Clarke, it offers up a 
great opportunity to analyse the 
performances of potential players to 
take on the US team in September. 
If the initial commitment to play in 
this competition can be topped off 
with a solid showing in January, this 
will surely earn the players a few 
brownie points from Clarke, which 
could be crucial when he is finalising 
his selections for Hazeltine.

Clarke announced his team after 
the Ho Tram Open, adding Ian 
Poulter and Lee Westwood to his ten 
automatic qualifiers. 

“Having played in a total of 
14 Ryder Cups, Ian and Lee have 
proven themselves two of the most 
fearsome match players in the game 
and their presence in the team 
room and their ability to share their 
vast knowledge of the European 
team environment will be hugely 
important for us in Malaysia.”

These two marquee selections 
show that Clarke is not taking this 
competition lightly. 

Shane Lowry’s inclusion is 
guaranteed to attract a lot of 
Irish attention, as the Offaly man 
harbour’s very strong hopes of 
debuting in the Ryder Cup later 
in the year. After collecting over 
$500,000 from his PGA Tour 

debut season, which included the 
famous Bridgestone Invitational 
victory, Lowry can be more than 
satisfied with his 2015 season. This 
also included a jump up the world 
rankings from 44th at the start of 
2015 to a high of 17th after the 
Turkish Airlines Open on November 
1st.  As he entered into his final 
event of the year at the Nedbank 
Golf Challenge, the 28 year old 
was 21st in the rankings and 2016 
is expected to bring continued 
success with many experts tipping 
him for a Major victory. In addition, 
the potential for representing 
Ireland along with Rory McIlroy at 
the Olympic Games, provides the 
country with a lot of optimism in 
terms of picking up a medal away 
from the boxing ring!

Lowry has some previous 

vocal players on the team, and may 
just turn out to be the Patrick Reed of 
the EurAsia Cup…

Dubuisson, who claimed an 
emotional victory at the Turkish 
Airlines Open in November, will be 
hoping for a better contribution to 
the solitary point from a possible 
three he picked up at the inaugural 
EurAsia Cup last year. In saying 
that, he did excel in the Ryder Cup 
at Gleneagles, picking up 2 and 
a half points from a possible three, 
striking up a perfect partnership with 
McDowell. 

Ross Fisher is the only player on 
the team without a victory in 2015. 
However, with previous experience 
in the 2010 Ryder Cup as well as 
playing in the Seve Cup twice, this 
may prove invaluable experience. 
The 35-year-old has also begun 
to show some form of late with a 
T-3 at the WGC-HSBC Champions 
in November, followed by a T-13 
at the BMW Masters his biggest 
successes in 2015.

As well as Willett and Fisher, 
there are three more Englishman 
who have taken advantage of 
their automatic qualification from 
the final 2015 Race to Dubai. The 
highly impressive Matt Fitzpatrick, 
the ever smiling Andy Sullivan and 
the reliable, Chris Wood. They all 
seem like very useful additions to 
the team. 

Fitzpatrick has been a revelation 
in his rookie season on the European 
Tour. As well as picking up his 
maiden victory at The British Masters 
in October, the 21-year-old has 
already broken into the world’s top 
fifty, currently lying in 48th. With 
seven top ten finishes to back up his 
win, 2016 looks like it could be a 
great year for Fitzpatrick, and the 
experience he gains at the EurAsia 
Cup may prove to be extremely 
valuable come September time.

What can you say about Andy 
Sullivan’s year? Well, it’s more what 
can you not say…? Up 116 places 
to 34th in the world rankings, in the 

Shane Lowry’s inclusion is 
guaranteed to attract a lot of 
Irish attention, as the Offaly man 
harbor’s very strong hopes of 
debuting in the Ryder Cup
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Singh is well aware of the challenge 
ahead of him. The Asian team (not 
confirmed at time of press) may not 
look as strong as the Europeans on 
paper, but that doesn’t mean much 
when it comes to team events like this. 
Just look at last year’s competition, 
which ended in a 10-10 draw. The 
strongly fancied European Team 
cruised to a 5-0 lead on day one, 
only to be pegged back in dramatic 
fashion during the Sunday Singles. 
Nothing is assured and nothing 
should be taken for granted. As 
always, beware of the underdog!

Likely to be spearheaded by 
multiple Tour winners, as well as 
recent Presidents Cup players, 
Thongchai Jaidee and Anibarn 
Lahiri, Asia will certainly be no 
pushovers. South Korean Ben An, 

who recently received the Rookie of 
the Year award from the European 
Tour, has shown an interest in 
playing in the competition. The 
24-year-old Seoul native produced 
an incredible performance to blow 
away the field by 6 shots at the 
BMW PGA Championship back in 
May.  He was also very unlucky not 
to make The Presidents Cup team in 
October, having just missed out on 
automatic qualification by two spots. 

space of 12 months, mainly due to 
3 European Tour victories this year. 
This man plays the game with a 
constant smile on his face that is so 
infectious, it has led to him being 
one of the most popular players on 
tour. He even has his own unique 
set of fans, known as ‘Sully’s Army’, 
that are expected to make an 
appearance in Malaysia, in a bid 
to create a friendly, yet competitive 
atmosphere, as this fledgling rivalry 
looks to follow in the footsteps of the 
Ryder Cup and Presidents Cup. 

2015 saw another Englishman 
on the team, Chris Wood pick up 
his second European Tour victory at 
the Lyoness Open back in June. The 
28-year-old Bristol native is arguably 
the least likely to make the Ryder 
Cup team based on current form 
and rankings, but all it takes is a few 
strong showings in 2016 and he 
could well be packing his bags for 
Hazeltine in September. 

Away from the British and Irish 
contingent, in addition to Dubuisson, 
Clarke has added some very strong 
players to his lineup. These include 
current Irish Open champion Soren 
Kjeldsen. The 40-year-old Dane 
hadn’t won on tour since March 
2009, before claiming a hard 
fought victory at Royal County 
Down. With five World Cup and 
one Seve Cup appearance, Kjeldsen 
is the most experienced member of 
the European Team.

The final two members to make 
up the ten are recent BMW Masters 
winner Kristoffer Broberg and world 

number 30, Bernd Weisberger, who 
won at the Lyoness Open earlier this 
year. Two very gritty players who 
will no doubt be a great addition 
to the side. Seven of the European 
players are currently inside the 
world’s top 50, with Wood (53rd), 
Broberg (65th) and Fisher (85th) 
hoping to achieve that in 2016. 
This shows that Clarke and his 
team are not taking the EurAsia 
Cup challenge lightly, and are 
determined to be the first outright 
winners of the competition. 

Every player on Clarke’s team 
has tasted success on the European 
Tour, with most being multiple 
winners. In fact, they have all won 
in 2015, except for Ross Fisher and 
Ian Poulter, but we all know how 
good Poults can be in these team 

events. Assessing the twelve players, 
it seems like the pairings could 
possibly be:
•	 Poulter and Fitzpatrick
•	 Lowry and Westwood
•	 Wood and Fisher
•	 Weisberger and Broberg
•	 Kjeldsen and Dubuisson
•	 Willet and Sullivan

There’s no denying the strength 
of these pairings, and the opposing 
Asian Team Captain, Jeev Milka 

Another player in fine form 
throughout 2015 is Kiradech 
Aphibarnrat, who has become more 
commonly known as the ‘Asian John 
Daly’. The 26-year-old Thai native, 
who played in the inaugural EurAsia 
Cup, picked up two victories on the 
European Tour this year, and will be 
one to watch for in Malaysia. 

It is unlikely that Hideki 
Matsuyama will accept a role on the 
Asian team, but after experiencing 
the atmosphere of a team event at 
the Presidents Cup in October, the 
world number 14 may be tempted 
to play. Apart from this, the rest of 
the Asian team will lack experience 
and quality in comparison to the 
Europeans. However, with the home 
support (and possibly Malaysian 
native Nichols Fung on the team) 

urging them on, it would not be 
impossible for Asia to win. It would 
certainly be a huge surprise though.

With the team numbers increased 
from 10 to 12 players, there will 
now be 24 matches rather than 20, 
with the opening day (which will 
be on a Friday) consisting of six 
four ball matches, followed by six 
foursomes’ matches on Saturday 
and 12 singles matches on the final 
day. 

The Yorkshireman is guaranteed to be one of the 
more vocal players on the team, and may just turn 
out to be the Patrick Reed of the EurAsia Cup

Team Asia had the edge during the final day of 
Singles matches but wins by Team Europe Captain, 
Miguel Angel Jimenez (ESP) and Joost Luiten (NED) 
secured Team Europe a hand on the trophy at the 
2014 EurAsia Cup


